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Overview

• USDA-APHIS

• U.S. Market Access

• Phytosanitary 
Irradiation

• Import Requirements
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Animal & Plant Health Inspection Service 
Mission

• To protect the health and value of American agriculture 
and natural resources.

• APHIS is a multi-faceted Agency with a broad mission 
area that includes protecting and promoting U.S. 
agricultural health, regulating genetically engineered 
organisms, administering the Animal Welfare Act and 
carrying out wildlife damage management activities.
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APHIS 
Plant Protection & Quarantine

• Plant Protection and Quarantine (PPQ) 
safeguards U.S. agriculture and natural 
resources against the entry, establishment, and 
spread of economically and environmentally 
significant pests, and facilitates the safe trade 
of agricultural products.
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APHIS Plant Protection & Quarantine 
Phytosanitary Issues Management

• National Plant Protection Organization for the United States
• Facilitates the safe trade of agricultural products
• New market access, Market retention, Market expansion
• Export Policy & Phytosanitary Certification

5Phytosanitary Issues Management (PIM)

Presenter
Presentation Notes
SAG is the NPPO for Chile



Market Access Request Process
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Initiating Event Scientific Review Stakeholder 
Consultation

Country 
Consultation

Risk 
Management

Regulatory 
Process
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When another country is interested in exporting plants/plant product to the US they can request market access from APHIS. APHIS evaluates information provided on the commodity to determine phytosanitary import requirements. Phytosanitary import requirements could include mitigations/treatments for pests of concern. Notification of the potential market access and phytosanitary import requirements are shared with the exporting country and the US public for comments. 



Initiating Event

• NPPO request to PIM for commodity market access

• NPPO provides technical information for the commodity
– Scientific name
– Production and harvest information
– Plant part and intended end-use
– Pests of the plant known to exist in the country of 

origin
• Methods of risk mitigation used to control pests, if 

any 
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Scientific Review

• Analyses the plant pests and diseases known to be 
associated with the commodity in the country of origin

• Identifies the pests and diseases likely to remain on the 
commodity upon importation into the United States if 
safeguards are not established. 
− Pest Risk Assessment (PRA)
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Risk Management

• APHIS drafts a Risk Management Document 

• Lists pests and specific measures to mitigate 
the risk of their introduction and establishment 
in the United States. 

− Indicates the reason each mitigation was 
selected

− Provides scientific evidence of efficacy 9
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Market Access Request Process

• Stakeholder & Country Consultation

• Documents are posted on the APHIS Stakeholder Risk 
Assessment Consultation website & sent to the NPPO
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Regulatory Process

• Based on the risk mitigations required, APHIS will 
either publish a proposed rule or notice in the Federal 
Register for public comment.

• All substantive comments must be addressed by 
APHIS in the final rule or notice.

• Final Notice or Rule published for importation of the 
commodity.
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Phytosanitary Treatments

• Strategies to mitigate the risk from pests include field 
measures, inspection, and phytosanitary treatments. 

• Treatments may include:
– Fumigation
– Heat Treatment
– Cold Treatment
– Irradiation
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Phytosanitary Irradiation Treatment 
General Requirements

1. Framework Equivalency Work Plan (FEWP)

2. Operational Work Plan (OWP)

3. Commodity Specific Addendum
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Framework 
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Work Plan
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Work Plan
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Specific 
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Framework Equivalency Work Plan

Bilateral agreement stating that each country will accept 
the other’s system of irradiated products.

• Outlines the fundamental requirements to allow bilateral 
trade of commodities treated by phytosanitary 
irradiation

• Includes acceptance of generic doses for pest 
mitigation
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Framework Equivalency Work Plan
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Country Date FEWP Signed
Thailand January 1, 2006

India February 1, 2006
Mexico May 1, 2006

Philippines July 1, 2007
Vietnam July 1, 2007

Laos July 1, 2007
Malaysia July 1, 2007

South Africa October 1, 2008
Pakistan May 1, 2010

Peru September 1, 2012
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Framework Equivalency Work Plan
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Country Date FEWP Signed
Australia November 1, 2014

Dominican Republic June 1, 2015
Grenada May 1, 2016
Ecuador January 1, 2017
Colombia March 1, 2017

St. Vincent and the Grenadines November 1, 2017
Jamaica July 1, 2018

Chile January 30, 2019
Ghana June 1, 2020
Egypt June 1, 2020

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Currently, 20 FEWPs are signed with U.S. trading partners 



Operational Work Plan

• Summary of Operational Procedures
• Safeguarding Requirements
• Facility Requirements
• Pre- and Post-Harvest Conditions
• Post-Treatment Requirements
• Monitoring & Corrective Actions
• Program Review & Evaluation
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Commodity Specific Addendum

• Pests of Concern
• Required Mitigation
• Export Inspection Procedures
• Sampling and Inspection Protocol
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• Pests of Concern
• Required Mitigation
• Export Inspection Procedures
• Sampling and Inspection Protocol
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Fruits and Vegetables Import 
Requirements (FAVIR)

• Required as part of the market access process and/or 
after market access is achieved.
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Thank You 

Barbara Spangler, Trade Director 
Barbara.R.Spangler@usda.gov

Maggie Johnson, Export Specialist 
Maggie.S.Johnson@usda.gov 
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